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TOP NEWS

ILLINI FALL
TO WISCONSIN
The Illinois men’s 
basketball team loses 71-
57 to No. 11 Wisconsin in 
Big Ten play. D4

LOCAL
SPINKS TICKETS
Tickets for Cory Spinks’ 
title fi ght at Scottrade 
Center on March 27 go 
on sale today at 10 a.m. 
Tickets will be priced at 
$200, $100, $50 and $25 
and will be available at 
the Scottrade Center box 
offi ce, all Ticketmaster 
locations, by phone 
at (314) 241-1888 
(automated) or (314) 421-
4400 or (618) 222-2900, 
or online at ticketmaster.
com. A per-ticket facility 
fee will be added at all 
locations. Additional 
charges will be added by 
Ticketmaster. Spinks (36-
4, 11 knockouts) will be 
defending his IBF junior 
welterweight title against 
former world champ Verno 
Phillips (41-11-1). Also on 
the card, dubbed “Pride 
of St. Louis” by promoter 
Don King, is another local 
fi ghter, Devon Alexander. 
Alexander (14-0, eight 
knockouts), the WBC 
Continental Americas 
super lightweight  titlist, 
will face Miguel Callist 
(24-6-1) of Panama, the 
WBA  Fedelatin super 
lightweight champ, in a 
championship unifi cation 
bout. A news conference 
to announce the fi ght had 
been planned for today 
but has been pushed back 
to next week.
BY TOM TIMMERMANN

IN  BRIEF
LET’S TALK
NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell hopes the NFL 
is close to an agreement 
that will allow former New 
England Patriots employee 
Matt Walsh to tell the 
league about the tapes he 
is said to have made of the 
Rams’ walkthrough before 
the 2002 Super Bowl. “The 
lawyers are still talking 
and we’re anxious to speak 
to him. We’re anxious 
to get an agreement to 
get him to come forth,” 
Goodell said Wednesday. 

LAYING LOW
Roger Clemens has pulled 
out of an ESPN sports 
personality weekend 
scheduled at Disney 
Hollywood Studios Feb. 
29-March 2. Clemens 
said in a statement that 
he made the decision 
because he believes his 
participation would be “a 
distraction.”

HUNT HONORED
The late Kansas City 
Chiefs owner and business 
tycoon Lamar Hunt was 
inducted into the Hall 
of Famous Missourians 
in Jefferson City on 
Wednesday.  

ONLINE

JR LIVE
Blues beat writer Jeremy 
Rutherford hosts his 
weekly chat on the Note 
today starting at 1 p.m. 
Post early questions now, 
then come back at 
STLtoday.com/discussions

It’s time 
for Rams 
to evaluate 
prospects 
By Jim Thomas
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

Firing and hiring coaches can be a 
tough business in the NFL, so it has 
been a rough six weeks for Rams 
coach Scott Linehan.

But the hiring of Terry Shea (quar-
terbacks) and Bob Saunders (offensive 
assistant) became offi cial  this week. 
The only vacancy on Linehan’s staff is 
an assistant strength and conditioning 
coach — which means, just in time 
for the NFL Scouting Combine, it’s 
time for Linehan to play catch-up on 
personnel. 

“But that’s kind of what the Com-
bine and March are for,” Linehan said 
Wednesday before leaving for India-
napolis, site of the weeklong Com-
bine.

A total of 333 draft prospects were 
invited to this year’s Combine. They’ll 
be timed, tested, interviewed and 
given physicals. Linehan started to get 
caught up on the draft class of 2008 
last week, when Rams scouts went 
over every Combine invitee.

Given his offensive background, 
Linehan likes to watch the quarter-
backs and wide receivers work out 

SCOUTING COMBINE
Today-Tuesday, Indianapolis
NFL DRAFT • April 26-27, New York

SLU 69, 
FORDHAM 65 (OT)

Billikens win 
a tight battle 
with the clock
By Tom Timmermann
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

St. Louis University is no stranger to 
tight games this season, but winning 
them has been another matter.

SLU had lost two games in over-
time and another on a tip-in with 0.1 
seconds to play. The Billikens made 
frantic comebacks in other games that 
didn’t pan out.

They finally got one Wednesday 
night, making their biggest comeback 
of the season and battling back from 
10 points down in the second half to 
take the lead. They missed a chance to 
win in regulation when they couldn’t 
stop Fordham’s Bryant Dunston, but 
recovered to pull out a 69-65 win in 
overtime at Scottrade Center.

“We really came out in the fourth 
quarter,’’ said guard Kevin Lisch, de-
scribing the evening like the foot-
ball game it often was. “Guys didn’t 
drop their chin there. ... We really 
picked each other up there and came 
through.”

“This is great,” said guard Tommie 
Liddell, who had his fi rst double-dou-
ble of the season with 18 points and 
11 rebounds. “From the huddle in the 
locker room, (assistant coach Porter 
Moser) said a month ago we would 
have lost this game. I think we’re do-
ing a better job as a team.”

A month ago they did lose a game 
like this one, falling to Temple in 

By Derrick Goold
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

JUPITER, FLA.  • Todd Wellemeyer 
suspected something was funky in his 
last few games with Kansas City last 
year. It was like the opposing hitters 
knew what was coming.

When he became a Cardinal, he 
found out why. 

“It seemed like everything I threw, 
even if it was good, they were just  sit-
ting on it,” Wellemeyer said. “Take the 
slider in the dirt. Hammer the fastball. 
When I came here, half the clubhouse 
told me I was tipping my pitches. The 

last thing you want to do is give ma-
jor-league hitters a tip.”

The subtle art of identifying and 
erasing tips has evolved into an em-
phasis for the Cardinals.  This week, 
as pitchers threw to hitters for the 
fi rst time, several Cardinals and some 
guest instructors were dispatched to 
spy for any  habits that gave away the 
pitch, and the pitcher.

 “It makes a difference,” pitching 
coach Dave Duncan said, “when the 
hitter doesn’t know what’s coming.”

Reliever Ryan Franklin was one of 

CARDINALS SPRING TRAINING

Cards put emphasis 
on not tipping pitches

Concerned about Clement • Cardinals weigh possibility of signing a pitcher. D5

Ryan Franklin, observed by bullpen coach Marty Mason, is among those 
helping the Cards’ staff avoid telegraphing pitches. Chris Lee | Post-Dispatch
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THE STRETCH 

RUN
Key areas for the 

Blues as they 
battle for a spot in 

the playoffs

by Bernie Miklasz

MANNY LEGACE
Since Dec. 20, only 

Martin Brodeur and 
Evgeni  Nabokov have 
played more minutes 

in goal. The Blues don’t 
have a certifi able No. 2 

goaltender. Will Legace’s 
trick knee hold up?

The fans have returned this year in greater numbers to cheer on goalie Manny Legace, who is backstopping the team’s bid for the playoffs. Chris Lee | Post-Dispatch

POWER PLAY
The Blues’ six PP goals 
in the last two games 

have lifted their PP out 
of the bottom spot and 
to the No. 29 ranking in 
the league. If the power 

play stalls again, it’s 
over.

KEITH 
TKACHUK

In recent games, we’ve 
seen what a difference 

“Walt” (above) can 
make when he wants 

to muscle up along the 
boards and park himself 

in front of the goal.

ROAD TEST
Of the Blues’ fi nal 23 

games, 15 are away. On 
the road, they rank  25th 
in  winning percentage, 
24th in goals per game 
 and 27th in most goals 

allowed per  game. That 
 must change  in a hurry. 

DEFENSE 
CAN’T REST

Eric Brewer, Barret 
Jackman (left) and 

Jay McKee are playing 
desperate, inspired 

hockey, and that must 
continue. 

As the Blues soared to Los An-
geles on Wednesday to begin a 
three-game trip, they were seek-
ing to hold steady in the race for 
a Western Conference playoff 
spot. If there’s turbulence up 
ahead, the Blues are determined 
to make their way through it.

Tuesday, in front of the 15th 
sellout crowd of the season 
at Scottrade Center, the Blues 
enjoyed one of the most tri-
umphant hockey nights of the 
2007-08 campaign. With crazed 
fans pushing them on, the Blues 
won the physical engagements, 
pounced on power-play opportu-
nities and thrashed rival Chicago 
5-1. 

The resurgence 
continued, with the 
Blues having won 
four of their last 
fi ve. And now they 
were off to Los 

Angeles for tonight’s game, fol-
lowed by games at Anaheim and 
Phoenix. The road hasn’t been 
kind to the Blues. They’re 25th 
among the 30 NHL teams in road 
winning percentage, and that 
must improve. 

And 15 of the fi nal 23 games 
will be played away from 14th 
and Clark, the home of the Blues. 
Obviously, the Blues still have a 
long way to go in this quest to 
return to the postseason for the 
fi rst time since 2004. And for a 
franchise that hasn’t won a play-
off series since 2002, this is an 
important mission. 

“This experience of what we’re 
going through is really healthy 
for our hockey club,” Blues 

President John Davidson said. 
“We have a number of young 
players, and think about how 

BERNIE MIKLASZ

Energized by fans,
Blues go on mission

  bjmiklasz@post-dispatch.com | 314-340-8192
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Real Doctors. Real Medicine. 
Effectively Treating Erectile Dysfunction.

Real. Remarkable. Results.
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NHL CONFERENCE
STANDINGS
The top eight teams in each conference make 
the playoffs, with division leaders seeded fi rst 
through third. d-division leader 

Western conference
 W L OT Pts GF GA 
d-Detroit 42 15 5 89 199 136 
d-Dallas 37 22 5 79 185 158 
d-Minnesota 34 22 5 73 169 166 
Anaheim 34 23 7 75 159 159 
Nashville 32 23 7 71 181 172 
San Jose 31 21 8 70 156 149 
Calgary 31 22 8 70 177 177 
Vancouver 30 22 8 68 160 154 
Non-qualifi ers
Phoenix 31 26 4 66 169 168 
Colorado 30 25 6 66 167 169 
Blues 28 22 9 65 157 164 
Columbus 27 26 9 63 150 164 
Chicago 28 26 6 62 169 169 
Edmonton 27 29 5 59 164 183 
Los Angeles 25 34 3 53 176 205 

Eastern conference
 W L OT Pts GF GA 
d-Ottawa 35 20 5 75 204 177 
d-New Jersey 35 21 5 75 164 145 
d-Montreal 33 19 9 75 192 172 
d-Carolina 30 28 5 65 183 201 
Pittsburgh 34 21 5 73 177 161 
NY Rangers 30 24 8 68 157 155 
Boston 30 23 6 66 155 160 
Philadelphia 30 24 6 66 186 174 
Non-qualifi ers
Buffalo 29 23 8 66 177 169 
NY Islanders 29 25 7 65 153 176 
Washington 28 26 7 63 173 188 
Atlanta 29 28 4 62 165 195 
Florida 27 29 6 60 169 178 
Toronto 25 27 9 59 168 194 
Tampa Bay 25 28 7 57 174 197 
• Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss 
or shootout loss. 
Wednesday’s results
Buffalo 4, Tampa Bay 3 (ot)
New Jersey 3, San Jose 2 
NY Islanders 3, Washington 2 (so)
Chicago 3, Minnesota 0 
Calgary 3, Dallas 2 
Anaheim 3, Colorado 2 (so)
Tuesday’s results
Blues 5, Chicago 1 
Boston 3, Carolina 2 (so)
Pittsburgh 3, Florida 2 
Montreal 6, NY Rangers 5 (so)
Toronto 3, Columbus 1 
Ottawa 3, Philadelphia 2 (so)
Nashville 5, Edmonton 4 
Vancouver 3, Minnesota 2 (ot)
Calgary 4, Phoenix 1
Today’s games | St. Louis times
Blues at Los Angeles, 9:30 p.m. 
Atlanta at Carolina, 6 p.m. 
San Jose at Philadelphia, 6 p.m. 
Tampa Bay at NY Islanders, 6 p.m. 
Boston at Florida, 6:30 p.m. 
Buffalo at Toronto, 6:30 p.m. 
Columbus at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Montreal, 6:30 p.m. 
Vancouver at Nashville, 7 p.m. 

Devils 3, Sharks 2
San Jose ...................................... 0 1 1 — 2 
New Jersey .................................. 0 3 0 — 3 
First Period: None. Penalties: Zubrus, NJ (hooking), 
16:43; Vishnevski, NJ (interference), 18:39. 
Second Period: 1, San Jose, Cheechoo 16 (Michalek, 
Marleau), :35 (pp). 2, New Jersey, Z.Parise 24 (Langen-
brunner, Elias), 7:56. 3, New Jersey, Madden 16 (Brylin, 
Martin), 16:56. 4, New Jersey, Brylin 6 (J.Pandolfo, 
Elias), 18:06. Penalty: Greene, NJ (closing hand on 
puck), 3:57. 
Third Period: 5, San Jose, McLaren 2 (Roenick, Grier), 
13:54. Penalties: Gionta, NJ (tripping), 2:46; Thornton, 
SJ (interference), 10:36. 
Shots on Goal: San Jose 6-14-12—32. New Jersey 
4-10-6—20. 
Power plays: San Jose 1 of 4; New Jersey 0 of 1. 
Goalies: San Jose, Greiss 0-1-1 (20 shots-17 saves). New 
Jersey, Brodeur 33-19-4 (32-30). 
A: 13,855 
Referees: Gord Dwyer, Tim Peel. 
Linesmen: Derek Nansen, Thor Nelson. 

Sabres 4, Lightning 3
Tampa Bay ............................... 1 0 2 0 — 3 
Buffalo ....................................0 0 3 1 — 4 
First Period: 1, Tampa Bay, Gratton 10 (Kuba, MacDon-
ald), 4:02. Penalties: Kuba, TB (tripping), 1:13; Hlavac, 
TB (hooking), 8:55; Campbell, Buf (hooking), 19:07. 
Second Period: None. Penalties: Lydman, Buf 
(hooking), 1:24; St. Louis, TB (hooking), 12:15; Hlavac, TB 
(hooking), 15:02. 
Third Period: 2, Tampa Bay, Richards 18 (Hlavac), 
1:03. 3, Buffalo, D.Roy 22 (Spacek, Connolly), 3:03. 4, 
Tampa Bay, Prospal 28 (Boyle, Lecavalier), 13:12. 5, 

Buffalo, Vanek 23 (Connolly, Lydman), 17:39. 6, Buffalo, 
Vanek 24 (Connolly, D.Roy), 18:15. Penalties: Kuba, TB 
(tripping), 4:21. 
Overtime: 7, Buffalo, Vanek 25 (Spacek, Pominville), 
2:25 (pp). Penalties: Boyle, TB (hooking), 1:26. 
Shots on Goal: Tampa Bay 6-9-10-0—25. Buffalo 11-
16-17-2—46. 
Power plays: Tampa Bay 0 of 2; Buffalo 1 of 6. 
Goalies: Tampa Bay, Holmqvist 20-15-6 (46 shots-42 
saves). Buffalo, Miller 27-19-6 (25-22). 
A: 18,690 
Referees: Dan Marouelli, Dennis LaRue. 
Linesmen: Derek Amell, Pierre Racicot. 

Islanders 3, Capitals 2
NY Islanders ............................0 1 1 0 — 3 
Washington ............................. 2 0 0 0 — 2 
• Islanders won shootout 1-0 
First Period: 1, Washington, Semin 17 (Pettinger), 
2:17. 2, Washington, Laich 10 (Green, Kolzig), 13:37 (pp). 
Penalties: Backstrom, Was (hooking), 7:53; Johnson, 
NYI (tripping), 12:20. 
Second Period: 3, NY Islanders, Satan 13 (Guerin), 
9:37. Penalty: Guerin, NYI (slashing), 7:24. 
Third Period: 4, NY Islanders, Vasicek 12, 11:09. 
Penalties: Poti, Was (delay of game), 1:00; Bergeron, 
NYI (roughing, roughing), 5:42; Semin, Was (roughing, 
roughing), 5:42; Bergenheim, NYI (hooking), 14:02; 
Fleischmann, Was (hooking), 14:44; Fata, NYI (trip-
ping), 15:51. 
Overtime: None. Penalties: None. 
Shootout: NY Islanders 1 (Park NG, Satan NG, Comrie 
G), Washington 0 (Kozlov NG, Ovechkin NG, Semin NG). 
Shots on Goal: NY Islanders 8-4-7-0—19. Washington 
9-6-12-3—30. 
Power plays: NY Islanders 0 of 2; Washington 1 of 4. 
Goalies: NY Islanders, DiPietro 24-21-7 (30 shots-28 
saves). Washington, Kolzig 21-18-6 (19-17). 
A: 17,584 
Referees: Wes McCauley, Ian Walsh. 
Linesmen: Michel Cormier, Mike Cvik. 

Blackhawks 3, Wild 0
Minnesota ................................... 0 0 0 — 0 
Chicago ........................................ 1 1 1 — 3 
First Period: 1, Chicago, Kane 14 (Lang, Hendry), 3:49. 
Penalties: None. 
Second Period: 2, Chicago, Bolland 2 (Bourque, 
C.Adams), 19:40. Penalties: Schultz, Min, major (fi ght-
ing), :21; Seabrook, Chi, major (fi ghting), :21; Bourque, 
Chi (tripping), 2:40; Lang, Chi (hooking), 15:39; Rolston, 
Min (holding stick), 16:59. 
Third Period: 3, Chicago, Bolland 3 (Keith, Bourque), 
5:24. Penalties: Keith, Chi (hooking), 14:12; Burish, Chi 
(high-sticking), 14:59. 
Shots on Goal: Minnesota 10-16-12—38. Chicago 12-
10-8—30. 
Power plays: Minnesota 0 of 4; Chicago 0 of 1. 
Goalies: Minnesota, Harding 11-12-1 (30 shots-27 saves). 
Chicago, Khabibulin 18-18-5 (38-38). 
A: 17,812 
Referees: Rob Martell, Chris Rooney. 
Linesmen: Dan Schachte, Lyle Seitz. 

Flames 3, Stars 2
Calgary ......................................... 1 0 2 — 3 
Dallas .......................................... 0 1 1 — 2 
First Period: 1, Calgary, Tanguay 12 (Nolan, Aucoin), 
13:29 (pp). Penalties: Iginla, Cal, major (fi ghting), :52; 
Ott, Dal, major (fi ghting), :52; Robidas, Dal (tripping), 
12:49; Ott, Dal (holding), 15:16. 
Second Period: 2, Dallas, Hagman 22 (Grossman, Ro-
bidas), :16. Penalties: Regehr, Cal (holding), 5:47; Hale, 
Cal (hooking), 9:16; Nolan, Cal (cross-checking), 12:44; 
Miettinen, Dal (slashing), 14:31. 
Third Period: 3, Calgary, Tanguay 13 (Sarich), :30 (sh). 
4, Dallas, Norstrom 1 (Modano, Ott), 1:57 (pp). 5, Cal-
gary, Iginla 38 (Langkow, Phaneuf), 17:33. Penalties: 
Conroy, Cal (hooking), :03; Fistric, Dal (tripping), 13:39; 
Phaneuf, Cal, minor-major (holding), 20:00; Ribeiro, Dal 
(roughing), 20:00. 
Shots on Goal: Calgary 4-3-11—18. Dallas 9-10-12—31. 
Power plays: Calgary 1 of 4; Dallas 1 of 4. 
Goalies: Calgary, Joseph 1-1-0 (31 shots-29 saves). Dal-
las, Turco 26-13-4 (18-15). 
A: 18,584 
Referees: Mike Hasenfratz, Kevin Pollock.
Linesmen: Ryan Galloway, Darren Gibbs. 

Ducks 3, Avalanche 2
Colorado ..................................0 2 0 0 — 2 
Anaheim .................................. 1 0 1 0 — 3 
• Anaheim won shootout 1-0 
First Period: 1, Anaheim, Selanne 2 (Kunitz, Getzlaf), 
13:31 (pp). Penalties: Pronger, Ana (roughing), 5:19; 
Leopold, Col (holding), 10:03; Hannan, Col (hooking), 
11:50; Hannan, Col (tripping), 15:52; Pronger, Ana (hold-
ing), 19:45. 
Second Period: 2, Colorado, Finger 6 (Hensick, 
McLeod), 8:12. 3, Colorado, Brunette 12 (Svatos, Liles), 
17:30. Penalty: Pronger, Ana (slashing), 9:59. 
Third Period: 4, Anaheim, R.Niedermayer 5 (Pronger), 
9:23. Penalties: Hannan, Col (tripping), 3:04; Sauer, 
Col (roughing), 5:17; O’Donnell, Ana (hooking), 14:06; 
Cumiskey, Col (hooking), 15:37. 
Overtime: None. Penalties: None. 
Shootout: Colorado 0 (Wolski NG, Svatos NG, Hejduk 
NG), Anaheim 1 (Perry G, Selanne NG, Getzlaf NG). 
Shots on Goal: Colorado 12-9-5-2—28. Anaheim 5-5-
10-2—22. 
Power plays: Colorado 0 of 4; Anaheim 1 of 6. 
Goalies: Colorado, Budaj 15-9-4 (22 shots-20 saves). 
Anaheim, Giguere 27-16-5 (28-26). 
A: 17,174 
Referees: Tom Kowal, Chris Lee. 
Linesmen: Jean Morin, Vaughan Rody. 

(Tuesday)

Flames 4, Coyotes 1
Calgary ........................................ 0 2 2 — 4 
Phoenix ....................................... 0 1 0 — 1 
First Period: None. Penalties: Regehr, Cal (delay of 
game), :59; Phaneuf, Cal, major (fi ghting), 1:27; Doan, 
Pho, major (fi ghting), 1:27; Sarich, Cal (holding), 5:11; 
Perrault, Pho (hooking), 6:33; Carcillo, Pho (high-stick-
ing), 9:48; Smith, Cal (roughing), 9:48; Smith, Cal, major 
(fi ghting), 11:54; Carcillo, Pho, major (fi ghting), 11:54. 
Second Period: 1, Calgary, Iginla 36 (Aucoin, Huselius), 
3:52. 2, Phoenix, Morris 5 (Doan, Carcillo), 6:51 (pp). 
3, Calgary, Phaneuf 12 (Iginla, Langkow), 7:21 (pp). 
Penalties: Lombardi, Cal (interference), 5:01; Morris, 
Pho (cross-checking), 7:09; Aucoin, Cal (holding), 19:07; 
Mueller, Pho (holding stick), 19:24. 
Third Period: 4, Calgary, Phaneuf 13 (Conroy, Tan-
guay), 2:32. 5, Calgary, Iginla 37 (Conroy), 19:25 (en). 
Penalties: Ballard, Pho (tripping), 6:50; Langkow, Cal 
(slashing), 7:42; Boynton, Pho (slashing), 7:42; Warrener, 
Cal (roughing), 12:52; Carcillo, served by York (cross-
checking, roughing), 12:52; Conroy, Cal (hooking), 16:54. 
Shots on Goal: Calgary 12-9-14—35. Phoenix 6-11-8—25. 
Power plays: Calgary 1 of 5; Phoenix 1 of 5. 
Goalies: Calgary, Kiprusoff 30-19-8 (25 shots-24 saves). 
Phoenix, Bryzgalov 22-17-5 (34-31). 
A: 15,208 
Referees: Greg Kimmerly, Chris Lee.
Linesmen: Tim Nowak, Tony Sericolo. 

By Jeremy Rutherford
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

LOS ANGELES • Erik Johnson 
making a sliding play to break 
up a scoring chance. Barret 
Jackman blasting away from the 
point. Lee Stempniak fi nding the 
back of the net for an important 
power- play goal.

The individual efforts by the 
Blues in Tuesday’s 5-1 victory 
over Chicago, and encompassed 
in their recent 4-0-2 stretch, 
have been clear to  fans.  

“We needed a few guys to 
raise their individual level,” 
Blues coach Andy Murray said. 
“We talked about for our team 
to be better, players had to raise 
their individual levels. I would 
agree, I think they have.”

Earlier this week, Keith Tka-
chuk said the reason for the 
Blues’ success of late was “des-
peration.” With 23 games re-
maining, beginning tonight in 
Los Angeles, the Blues need 
about 15 wins to make their fi rst 
postseason trip since 2003-04.

“The clock’s ticking, and it’s 
still really, really tight,” Blues 
captain Eric Brewer said. “No 
one knows how it’s going to pan 
out. Everyone just understands 
that their shifts could make a 
difference. I don’t think they’ve 
consciously said, ‘I have to be 
better. I have to be better.’ I think 
it’s just something that naturally 
happens.”

Blues forward Ryan Johnson  

said, “I think guys individually 
have found that desperation in 
their game, and it’s played a huge 
part in the team success.”

Brewer, named captain just 
prior to the Blues’ six-game 
point streak, said there is much 
more “positive talk” around the 
team, and it has been benefi cial.

“If guys make good plays, guys 
know about it on the bench,” 
Brewer said. “They know about 
it in the room. If guys have a 
good string of shifts, they get 
told about it.

“No one wants to be in a nega-
tive environment. You don’t 
have to pat guys on the back, but 
they need to know when some-
thing goes well. Tell them, ‘Way 
to skate,’ or ‘Keep shooting the 

puck well.’ Those things go a 
long way.”

After Tuesday’s win, Murray 
said  rookie defenseman Erik 
Johnson played his best game as 
a pro, adding “and I don’t throw 
out too many bouquets.”

On Wednesday, Johnson was 
almost floored to hear about 
Murray’s remark. But that’s fi ne 
with the coach.

“I think I need to get more out 
of guys,” Murray said. “I expect 
more of myself and I expect 
more of the players. I’m not sat-
isfi ed that I do (get everything 
out of them), and I don’t want 
our players satisfi ed that they are 
(doing everything they can).”

Said Brewer: “It’s a fi ne line 
between patting guys on the 

back and wiping their nose for 
them.”

Jackman had a goal and an as-
sist Tuesday against the Black-
hawks. Both came on the power 
play, as a result of Jackman whis-
tling shots from the blue line.

“I was just trying to tell myself 
not to pass up any shots and not 
wait for something better ... just 
get the puck on net,” he said.

While Jackman’s points were 
only his seventh and eighth of 
the season, Murray has kept him 
on the power-play unit, and it 
paid dividends.

“I think guys believe in the 
types of positions that (Murray) 
is putting players into,” Brewer 
said. “I think he gives guys lots 
of responsibility and they like 
that responsibility. That, in turn, 
puts the onus on the player to 
perform, and as an athlete, I 
don’t think there’s a better posi-
tion to be in.”

Though Stempniak had not 
scored in 13 games, he stood at 
the edge of Chicago’s goal crease 
Tuesday with the Blues clinging 
to a 2-1 lead and  dropped in his 
11th goal of the season .

Murray also complimented 
Stempniak after the game.

“It was nice to see ‘Stemper’ 
put the puck in the net,’’ Murray 
said. “... I just think that every 
player we’ve got is capable of 
playing better, and that’s what 
we’ve been asking for.” 
jrutherford@post-dispatch.com

314-444-7135

BLUES AT LOS ANGELES
When: 9:35 tonight (St. Louis time).
Where: Staples Center. 
On the air: FSN Midwest, 
KMOX (1120 AM)

BLUES PREVIEW:  They Blues 
have moved out of the cellar in 
the NHL’s power-play rankings, 
after converting six of 13 chances 
in their past two games. The 
Blues are now 29th (14.4 percent).

KINGS PREVIEW: Since drop-
ping a 4-2 decision to the Blues 
on Feb. 12 in St. Louis, Los An-
geles has gone 1-2 with a victory 
over the Calgary Flames and 
back-to-back losses to the Phoe-
nix Coyotes. 

WATCH FOR: Defenseman Chris-
tian Backman, who is on the trip 
and could rejoin the Blues soon. 
Defenseman Jeff Woywitka was 
re-assigned to the Peoria River-
men of the American Hockey 
League on Wednesday. 

INJURIES: Blues — D Christian 
Backman (foot), questionable; 
RW Mike Johnson (shoulder), out.
Kings — D Rob Blake (ankle), LW 
Ladislav Nagy (neck), out.
BY JEREMY RUTHERFORD

BLUES

‘Desperation’ fuels improved play
benefi cial this will be for 

them. They’re going to learn a 
lot about what it takes to suc-
ceed.

“The players and (coach) 
Andy Murray and his staff are 
good people, and they work 
hard. Last season when we got 
into a situation where we had 
to win some games to reach 
the playoffs, we didn’t play 
very well. And I think that’s 
what Andy was talking about 
three or four weeks ago about 
how we needed to change the 
culture. That’s what we’ve been 
doing. I think we can handle it 
better this time.” 

Even if the Blues fall short in 
the standings, they are achiev-
ing a broader and more impor-
tant goal this season: They’ve 
re-established a strong and 
meaningful presence in the St. 
Louis sports culture. 

Fifteen is a huge number of 
sellouts considering that the 
Blues had only three home sell-
outs, combined, in the previous 
two seasons. In 2005-06, the 
Blues were 27th in the NHL 
in average home attendance 
(14,213). The team’s on-ice 
performance improved last sea-
son, but the crowds were slow 
to return. The 2006-07 Blues 
were last in the NHL in average 
home attendance (12,250) and 
sold only 59.6 percent of avail-
able tickets. 

This season, the Blues are 
selling 83 percent of their seats, 
and their average home atten-
dance of 17,456 ranks 13th in the 
NHL. Tuesday’s victory over 
the Blackhawks had the feel of 
a homecoming celebration. In 
the second season of the Dave 
Checketts regime, the revival 
is real. 

“When you come into a 
situation like we did, you don’t 
know how long it’s going to 
take to turn it around,” David-
son said. “You don’t know if the 
moves you make are the right 
ones. You’re trying to feel your 
way through it. Even with the 
best intentions, there are pot-
holes along the way and you try 
to avoid them. But every once 
in a while you step in one. 

“But as an organization we 
were so excited (Tuesday). To 
see all the fans there, it was 
unbelievable. They’re back, and 
they’re great and they make it 
fun. After the game, our play-
ers talked about the adrenaline 
inside the building. Who knows 
where this is going to go? I can 
tell you we’re going in the right 
direction. Everybody had to be 
a little bit gratifi ed. That was 
fun to be a part of.” 

As the Blues headed to LA, 
they were tied for 10th place in 
the Western Conference and 
within reach of the eighth and 
fi nal playoff spot. That may 
seem to be a rather modest 
place. But there is cause for 
jubilation: After being so down 
for so long, the Blues are win-
ning back the hearts.

Reconnecting 
with fans is 
huge for Blues

David Backes (42) and Keith Tkachuk (right) show the Blues’ 
work ethic against Columbus. Photo by Anthony Souffl é

Also
STLtoday.com/blues  •  Check out pucks coverage in Jeff Gordon’s 
Hockey Guy or sound off with Blues Nation in Bernie’s Press Box.

More
STLtoday.com/blues
Sound off in Blues Talk and read 
the latest on the Note in Morn-
ing Skate.

NHL

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Nikolai Khabibulin made 38 
saves for his fi rst shutout in 
nearly a year and rookie Dave 
Bolland scored two goals to lead 
the host Chicago Blackhawks to 
a 3-0 win over the Minnesota 
Wild on Wednesday night. 

NHL rookie points leader 
Patrick Kane also scored for 
the Blackhawks, who are 5-1-1 in 
their past seven games. 

DUCKS 3, AVALANCHE 2 (SO) • 
Corey Perry scored the decid-
ing goal in the shootout as Ana-
heim rallied to win at home.

FLAMES 3, STARS 2 • Jarome 
Iginla scored the go-ahead goal 
with 2:27 remaining for visiting 
Calgary.  

DEVILS 3, SHARKS 2 • John 
Madden and Sergei Brylin 
scored 1:10 apart in New Jer-

sey’s three-goal second period, 
and the Devils took advantage 
of San Jose’s backup goalie, 
Thomas Greiss, in a victory at 
home . 

During a rare night off for San 
Jose ironman Evgeni Nabokov, 
the Devils scored three goals on 
10 shots in the pivotal period . 

 
ISLANDERS 3, CAPITALS 2 (SO) 
• Mike Comrie scored the only 
goal of the shootout, and visit-
ing New York pushed its win-
ning streak to a season-high fi ve 
games. 

Comrie’s backhander was the 
last shot in the shootout, follow-
ing misses by Washington’s Vik-
tor Kozlov, 

Alex Ovechkin and Alexander 
Semin and New York’s Richard 
Park and Miroslav Satan. 

SABRES 4, LIGHTNING 3 (OT) 
• Thomas Vanek scored three 
consecutive goals, including the 

winner 2:35 into overtime, to 
rally host Buffalo to a win over 
Tampa Bay. 

The Sabres came back from a 
3-1 third-period defi cit. 

RED WINGS • Defenseman 
Nicklas Lidstrom expects to be 
out for three weeks with an in-
jured right knee suffered when 
he was slammed into the boards 
earlier this week by Colorado’s 
Ian Laperrier.

 The fi ve-time Norris Trophy 
winner says Laperrier’s hit was 
not dirty. 

FLYERS • A concussion spe-
cialist has told forward Simon 
Gagne to sit out the rest of the 
year because of lingering symp-
toms of three concussions suf-
fered this season.

LIGHTNING • Defenseman Brad 
Lukowich will undergo surgery 
Friday to repair a hernia . 

New Jersey goalie Martin Brodeur is shoved by San Jose’s Jeremy Roenick as the two exchange 
words Wednesday night. The Devils defeated the Sharks 3-2. The Associated Press

Khabibulin, ’Hawks shut out Wild
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We enjoyed the 

promotional copies 

very much and 

realized that we 

needed a regular 

source of 

local news.
- Melanie Kenny, St. Louis, MO
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